$40,000,000

WILLIAM BLAIR & COMPANY IS PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE THAT
D4sCS
Sta t'ﬂg the Healthcare Industries

HAS BEEN ACQUIRED BY

WILLIAM BLAIR & COMPANY ACTED AS EXCLUSIVE FINANCIAL ADVISOR TO DOCS INTERNATIONAL, B.V.
JuLy 2007

illiam Blair & Company is pleased to

announce the success of its client, DOCS

International B.V., in connection with its
acquisition by ICON plc, for a cash consideration of
$40 million. William Blair & Company served as
exclusive financial advisor to DOCS for the
transaction, which represents the firm’s 24th
cross-border transaction in the past 12 months.

requirements of both corporate health care
organizations and individual health care professionals.

William Blair & Company has advised DOCS
formally since 2004, helping the company consider
various growth initiatives and strategic decisions.
DOCS also presented at William Blair & Company’s
2005 Private Equity Conference.

Pim van de Riet, chief executive officer of DOCS
International, said in a recent press release, “We are
delighted to be joining forces with ICON. Our
combined knowledge and commitment to the clinical
research staffing market will allow us to continue to
attract, assess, and place talented individuals and
teams at all levels of experience on a global basis.”

DOCS International, which operates in eight European
countries, focuses on the training and supply of

ICON plc (NASDAQ: ICLR) is a global provider of
outsourced  development services to the
pharmaceutical, biotechnology, and medical device
industries. ICON specializes in the strategic
development, management, and analysis of programs
that support clinical development, from compound
selection to Phase I-1V clinical studies.

For additional information about how the investment
banking professionals at William Blair & Company

contract and permanent clinical personnel to the
pharmaceutical and biotech industry. Founded in
1997, DOCS International is devoted to providing
staffing solutions that are designed to meet the

can help your business or portfolio company, please
contact us at corpfin@williamblair.com or visit our
Web site at www.williamblair.com.
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THIS IS NOT IN ANY SENSE A SOLICITATION OR OFFER OF THE PURCHASE OR SALE OF SECURITIES. THE FACTUAL STATEMENTS HEREIN HAVE BEEN TAKEN FROM SOURCES WE BELIEVE TO BE RELIABLE,
BUT SUCH STATEMENTS ARE MADE WITHOUT ANY REPRESENTATION AS TO ACCURACY OR COMPLETENESS OR OTHERWISE. OPINIONS EXPRESSED ARE OUR OWN UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED. FROM
TIME TO TIME, WILLIAM BLAIR & COMPANY, L.L.C. OR ITS AFFILIATES MAY BUY AND SELL THE SECURITIES REFERRED TO HEREIN, MAY MAKE A MARKET THEREIN AND MAY HAVE A LONG OR SHORT
POSITION THEREIN. PRICES SHOWN ARE APPROXIMATE. THIS MATERIAL HAS BEEN APPROVED FOR DISTRIBUTION IN THE UNITED KINGDOM BY WILLIAM BLAIR INTERNATIONAL, LIMITED, REGULATED
BY THE FINANCIAL SERVICES AUTHORITY (FSA), AND IS DIRECTED AT, AND IS ONLY MADE AVAILABLE TO, AUTHORIZED PERSONS AND OTHER PERSONS FALLING WITHIN COB 3.2.5(1)(b) OF THE FSA
HANDBOOK, AND MAY NOT BE PASSED ON TO PRIVATE CUSTOMERS IN THE UNITED KINGDOM. ANY UNAUTHORIZED USE IS PROHIBITED. IT IS NOT KNOWN WHETHER THE LISTED CLIENTS APPROVE
OR DISAPPROVE OF WILLIAM BLAIR & COMPANY, L.L.C. OR THE SERVICES PROVIDED. “WILLIAM BLAIR & COMPANY” AND “WILLIAM BLAIR & COMPANY (SCRIPT)” ARE REGISTERED TRADEMARKS OF
WILLIAM BLAIR & COMPANY, L.L.C. Copyright 2007, William Blair & Company, L.L.C.



